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ABSTRACT

This article comprises the view of a 
foreigner and thus outsider on viewpoints 
on the future of the Faculty of Landscape 
architecture and Urbanism in Budapest 
at the 25th anniversary of the Faculty. 

The content is a glimpse into the 
future; based on the first part of 
the publication on the history and 
the present state of the art of the 
faculty. The article, published in the 
4D issue 45 gave a short overview of 
the developments in other European 

programs in landscape architecture 
and the viewpoint of the author. 

The present outline comprises three 
parts according to the development 
possibilities and directions: Growing 
internationalisation; Building academic 
relations among the universities in the 
different field of disciplines and research 
domains; The future of the profession, 
taking into consideration all new 
demands of society that challenge the 
profession and the discipline as a whole.

The conclusions focus on the new 
role and position of the Faculty both 

for education and research in inter-
national context, within the academic 
and university system and developing 
new design ideas for the challenges of 
energy transition, water management 
and the creation of comfort, well-
being and healthy living environments 
for people — a daunting task ahead!
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1.INTRODUCTION

An overall challenge for the Faculty — 
but similarly for other schools of land-
scape architecture — is the search for 
positioning itself in the larger educa-
tional landscape of Europe and outside 
Europe. In this brief overview I would 
like to touch upon three issues in this 
context; the growing internationalisation 
in all education, building up relations 
with other disciplines both inside and 
outside the country and finally taking up 
the new challenges that the profession 
and discipline face at a European scale.

2. GROWING INTERNATIONALISATION

All over Europe, we can see a growing 
internationalisation in academic 
education.1 This development also 
affects the Faculty in Budapest. 
We see both in Europe and outside 
Europe a growing competition for 
students, research projects and search 
for international teaching staff.

2.1 THE MAIN QUESTION HERE IS 
GLOBAL VS. LOCAL; HOW TO FIND  
A BALANCE?

The growing internationalisation 
demands for an explicit approach based 
on a strong identity in the local context 
and at the same time a perspective on 
the relations to the world at large.

In this context, the question is first of 
all 'what is the identity of the Faculty'? 
How does this Faculty differ from the 
many other schools of landscape archi-
tecture in Europe? What makes the 
Faculty in Budapest an interesting 

choice for international students, as a 
research partner in European research 
projects and for fellow practitioners 
both from Hungary and abroad?

2.2 HOW TO ORGANISE A PROGRAM 
FOR AN INTERNATIONAL MASTER?

Character and focus of the program
In the search for international 
students, all schools want to distin-
guish themselves from others in 
some or another way. It means that 
the search for a concept, a focus, 
an identity for the program and the 
school, that reaches further than the 
national distinction, is a key issue.

For the Faculty at Budapest, the 
location more or less in the centre of the 
Carpathian basin is a distinct and histor-
ically notable point.2  It is surrounded 
in the north by the Tatra mountains in 
the Slovakia, in the east and south east 
by the Carpathian mountain range in 
Ukraine and Romania, in the south and 
south-west by the great plains in the 
Balkans and in the west by the Alps.3 
The main landscape feature and char-
acteristic is its diversity and abundance 
of river landscapes.4 Both physically 
and culturally a diverse and rich history 
offers a great resource for landscape 
architectural education.5 For landscape 
architecture, being strongly culturally 
oriented, the cultural diversity in 
Hungary is one of the interesting aspects 
of the Faculty's location and history.

Organisation of the program
Setting up an international Master 
is quite different from the orig-
inal Master in the local language; 
first of all, because of the different 
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backgrounds and the level of incoming 
students. Even if there is a strong selec-
tion among applicants, the differ-
ences in culture, background and level 
remain. It means that special attention 
has to be paid to getting to know the 
level, competences and backgrounds 
before and during the first semester. 

2.3 THE NEED FOR A 'PREP'  
SEMESTER OR YEAR

For all students that have no bachelor in 
landscape architecture, a preparatory 
period has to be offered in order to get 
students acquainted with the basics of 
landscape architecture; knowledge and 
insight into the natural system (geology, 
hydrology, biology), into mapping, map 
reading and cartography (cartography, 
geography), into the different levels of 
interventions in relation to scale (learning 
to think and work on different levels of 
intervention). These subjects, after being 
taught in lecture or seminar form, should 
be taught to apply in a design studio that 
runs parallel to the courses, field trips.

Secondly, students have to be intro-
duced to the land; landscape and land-
scape architecture of the country where 
they are going to study, in this case, 
Hungary. Any educational program in 
landscape architecture will use the 
local landscape as a learning envi-
ronment to teach and research land-
scapes, and design of landscapes.

In all cases where there are still two 
Master programs next to each other 
(one taught in the local language 
and one International), the contact 
between the two is essential but also 
very much appreciated by both groups 

of students; neither group likes to be 
isolated from the other. The situation 
with two Masters being taught next to 
each other is in any case a transition 
period; in the long run all Masters in 
Europe have to be taught in English.6 

For all non-English speaking coun-
tries, an International Master requires 
to set up new teaching material, new 
lecture series, new field trips and new 
studio assignments. A daunting task 
as we have seen already in setting up 
the MLA in Budapest but not different 
in that respect from anywhere else.

2.4 RESEARCH

The Bologna system explicitly requires 
for all academic Masters an integra-
tion of research into the program.7 For 
design schools, it means to be explicit 
about how research relates to the 
design and vice versa. So the research 
program of schools gives a first insight 
into what type of research the school 
is working on. In Europe a large part 
of this research has to be internation-
ally oriented because spatial prob-
lems are not limited to boundaries; 
think for instance on the river Danube 
in Hungary.8 Moreover collaborating on 
research themes and design theory and 
methods results in a broad approach. All 
schools are actively — or will be in the 
very near future — searching for inter-
national research projects, not in the 
least because of the funding which is 
nowadays almost exclusively by the EU.

What makes a faculty/school 
attractive as a partner in inter-
national research projects?

• The earlier experience and research 
output

4D 46 BOOK.indb   34 19/04/18   12:17



    THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FACULTY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE AT BUDAPEST   |   4D 46. SZÁM 2017   |  35

9 Ferguson, E.S. 1977. The mind’s eye: 
Non-verbal thought in technology — 
‘Thinking with pictures’ is an essen-
tial strand in the intellectual history 
of technological development. Science 
197(1977). p 827–837 > Buchanan, R. 
2009. Thinking about design: an histori-
cal perspective. in: Meijers, A. 2009. (ed.) 
Handbook of philosophy of science — 
Volume 9: Philosophy of technology and 
Engineering Sciences. Elsevier, 2009. p 
409-453.

• The international research network
• The competence for communication 
both verbal and written and the ability 
in speaking and working in foreign 
languages

For research, it means that Master's 
education has to be related to the 
research program. In teaching it can 
be found in the Basic and Advanced 
'History, Methods and Theory' semi-
nars, that are in one or another formal 
part of all Master's programs, in most 
case in three semesters. In daily prac-
tice, it means also that the program has 
to provide a list of subjects for students 
doing their Master thesis to choose 
from which is directly related to the 
research program and the researchers.

3. BUILDING ACADEMIC RELATIONS 
IN THE UNIVERSITIES BETWEEN 
DIFFERENT DISCIPLINES  
AND RESEARCH DOMAINS

Landscape architecture not only func-
tions as a profession in planning, design 
and realisation of projects but is — at 
least at a University — also part of that 
University as an academic community. 
It means it has to take part actively in 
discussions, publications and critique 

in the debate among disciplines in an 
academic context. All design disci-
plines are in a different position in 
those academic activities since their 
focus is not on science but on design. 
In the past decades the concept of 
'design' has changed quite a bit; from 
an artistic, intuitive but implicit activity 
towards a problem-solving approach 
that is able to come up with solu-
tions that cannot be achieved in other 
ways. In all academic environments 
this idea is emerging and growing.9 

3.1 THE POSITION OF LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE AS A DESIGN 
DISCIPLINE IN AN ACADEMIC 
ENVIRONMENT

Historically, landscape architec-
ture has its roots in science, art and 
engineering (fig. 1). The founda-
tions of these knowledge domains 
do affect the functioning of the disci-
pline in an academic environment.

Traditionally the university was 
a place exclusively for science, the 
art schools for art and the engi-
neering schools for engineering and 
construction. Nowadays these tradi-
tional boundaries have blurred, for 
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4D; issue (2017) #43
fig. 3
Overview of educational structure of European landscape architecture programs; for each type only two cases are 
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fig. 4
Hungarian students in Delft working on their final presentation of the results.
fig. 5
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fig. 6
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Mihály Mőcsényi is awarded the ECLAS Lifetime Achievement Award in Budapest by ECLAS president Richard Stiles
fig. 12
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fig. 13
Research on 19th c. public parks in Central and Eastern Europe; nine case  studies in three clusters
fig. 14
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instance, engineering is often found at 
universities next to science, art schools 
do sometimes comprise also engineering 
education and research and vice versa. 

At the same time, there has been a 
gradual shift in the viewpoints of the 
philosophy of science which comes 
down to the conclusion that the scien-
tific method is no longer the only 'road 
to science'. There is now a growing 
consensus among both scientists and 
philosophers of science that the focus is 
no longer only on the scientific method 
but has been extended towards three 
knowledge domains that each have 
their own viewpoints, approaches and 
methods and thus also theory.10 This is, 
for instance, of special attention for engi-
neering schools since formerly engi-
neering was considered a sort of 'applied 
science' and not having its own theory. 
Nowadays theory and theory devel-
opment in engineering are common 
issues in engineering education as 
well.11 In this context the distinction 
between science, art, technology, is 

no longer limited to these traditional 
knowledge domains, but nowadays a 
distinction is made between different 
types of knowledge; declarative 
knowledge (knowing what), procedural 
knowledge (knowing how) and tacit 
knowledge (personal knowledge). (fig.2.)

These three knowledge domains are part 
of science, engineering and art. This new 
insight has also major consequences, not 
only for science but also for all design 
disciplines. All three knowledge domains 
have their own foundations for theory 
and practice. Declarative knowledge 
deals with 'knowing what', most closely 
related to traditional science and the 
empirical basis of it. In this knowledge 
domain, the scientific method is still the 
dominant research method but there is 
more. Procedural knowledge is about 
'knowing how', where the method is the 
key issue, but there is also an element of 
strategy in procedural knowledge. Thus, 
already in this domain the personal 
insight, the experience is starting to 
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play a role. So, procedural knowledge 
is not only applying a pre-defined set of 
criteria; choosing a method is related 
to viewpoints and approaches which 
are partly personal but for another 
part based on insights from peers, on 
a working environment or other. Tacit 
knowledge is the most difficult to grasp 
and comprehend but plays a role in both 
other types of knowledge.12 Tacit knowl-
edge is not only personal knowledge but 
also related to experience, insight, intu-
ition, wisdom. Research on tacit knowl-
edge has gained new attention due 
to the rise of neuroscience and cogni-
tive science. Both are studying the way 
we perceive, learn and think, so how 
we acquire new knowledge. fig. 3.

At St. István University, landscape 
architecture as a Faculty operates in 
an environment that is dominated by 
traditionally scientific disciplines, the 
life sciences. Landscape architecture is 
not only a scientific discipline; in plan 
making landscape architects apply — 
next to sciences such as geology, clima-
tology, biology — also the knowledge and 
insights from the arts and engineering. 
It means that position and meaning of a 
design discipline in a University that is 
focussed on Life Sciences, has changed 
fundamentally. The position of design 
disciplines inside the University is some-
where between the classical sciences 
and art where 'design thinking' and 
'design knowledge' form the core of 
the discipline. Landscape architecture 
as a design discipline distinguishes 

itself by design knowledge while it 
shares the use of declarative and proce-
dural knowledge with other Faculties 
and disciplines within the University. 

3.2 WHAT DOES THIS ALL MEAN  
FOR THE FACULTY? 

We give just two aspects that 
might illustrate the role of land-
scape architecture in the academic 
environment of the University

Extending the relations between 
research and design 
Traditionally landscape architects have 
always done research in the form of site 
analysis or landscape analysis. Nowa-
days also other forms of research are 
becoming increasingly important in the 
design process; as there is Research 
on Evidence, Post-Occupancy Eval-
uation (POE), and Precedent Anal-
ysis. Here we will pay attention to 
one of them; Research on Evidence.

All planning and design is a search for 
'fitting' the program to the site in space 
and time context. After realisation of the 
project, the question is whether the plan 
functions and is used as it was required 
in the program. More precisely; how 
and which of the design means have — 
or have not — contributed to the func-
tioning and use of the realised project?

This type of research we call 'research 
on evidence' and it forms a basis to 
improve future interventions.13 In this 

Fig. 3.: The matrix 
represents the 
relation between the 
foundations of 
landscape 
architecture and the 
new knowledge 
domains. The 
sciences have their 

focus in the upper 
left while design 
disciplines are 
located in the lower 
right
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way explicit design knowledge for 
different types of design problems can 
be enlarged. Take a small example; 
if a landscape architect is asked to 
design a new children's playground, 
a systematic analysis of the func-
tioning and use of existing playgrounds, 
could give useful additional infor-
mation as generic design knowledge 
on how to design a new playground. 
Note that the design of each new play-
ground requires next to generic design 
knowledge also specific knowledge of 
site, context and contemporary culture 
for any new plan development.

Making use of results of research 
on evidence in the design process is 
called 'evidence-based design'.14 

Theory and practice
With the increasing number of projects 
by landscape architects, gradually a 
need for more reflection is emerging, 
more explicit design knowledge and 
thus more theory. In design disciplines 
theory is not an autonomous field of 
study and research like it is in science 
but the theory is in the practice. It 
means a growing need to learn explic-
itly and systematically from earlier 
experiences and from design experi-
ments such as competitions. Learning 
from earlier experiences in design disci-
plines is done by analysing plans on 
the basis of an explicit analytical frame-
work, which we call 'precedent anal-
ysis'.15 In the precedent analysis, the 
design process is analysed by comparing 
the site before the intervention, the 
program and design mean applied to the 
site in the form of the plan, and the real-
ised plan. Also, in this case, the goal is 
to generate new design knowledge that 
can be used in practice.16 Besides new 

design knowledge provides a basis for 
the development of design theory.17

An important challenge for the Faculty 
is to make clear to the other knowl-
edge domains in the university that 
landscape architecture, being not only 
scientific, yet is able to contribute 
actively within this university environ-
ment at an academic level of thinking 
and working. It means explaining how 
landscape architects are professional 
in thinking and working at different 
levels of intervention and how they 
are able to integrate empirical knowl-
edge in conceptualising and giving 
form to future environments for people. 
This can be of great interest for other 
knowledge domains; design thinking 
can also be of use in non-design disci-
plines.18 The design is an autonomous 
and unique way of problem-solving 
in synthesising conceptual ideas into 
projects for realisation in the future. 
The core of this activity is also part of 
other knowledge domains, albeit in 
different ways than in design disciplines.

4. THE FUTURE OF THE PROFESSION; 
NEW DEMANDS FROM SOCIETY 
CHALLENGE THE PROFESSION AND 
THE DISCIPLINE 

In history, gardens and parks were 
designed for a limited group of people 
and always for private use. At the 
moment these historical sites are 
almost all for public use and func-
tion not only in historical context as 
monuments but also in contemporary 
use in the daily living environment. 

Starting in the 19th century, land-
scape architecture for the first time 
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20th century. London, The Architectural 
press, 1966.
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city park’s 200 years — Change in spa-
tial structure and park use in the life of 
an urban park. 4D Journal of Landscape 
architecture and Garden art (2014) – 
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Czeglédi, C.S. 2014. Limits of ecological 
load in public parks — On the example 
of Városliget. Applied Ecology and Envi-
ronmental Research 12(2014) – 2. p 427-
448; Jámbor, I. 2015. Nebbien Városligete 
— The city park of Nebbien. Transsylva-
nia Nostra 9(2015) – 1. p 48-54.; Jámbor, I. 
2016. Nebbien and the city park — in the 
light of recent archival research — Neb-
bien és a Városliget — a legújabb levél-
tári kutatások tükrében. 4D Journal of 
Landscape architecture and Garden art 
(2016) – 41. p 18-34.

in history got engaged in new assign-
ments for the design of the landscape 
as public space.19 It started with the 
planning and design of the first public 
parks in the urban landscapes after 
the Industrial Revolution. In Hungary, 
the Városliget Park is a good example 
of this development over time.20 

In Holland, in the beginning of the 
20th century landscape architects partic-
ipated in the planning and design of 
new polder landscapes. In both cases, 
it was the demands from the society 
that changed the working domain of 
the profession also in the rural land-
scape into the planning and design 
of the landscape as public space. 

At the moment we see again new 
major shift in challenges emerging, 

but this time it is at the Euro-
pean scale: energy transition; water 
management and water conservation; 
comfort/well-being and the creation 
of healthy environments for people.

It is not that the traditional work 
domains disappear or are no longer 
necessary — on the contrary — but 
these new challenges will need special 
attention since there are no precedents 
and the design approach and meth-
odology still has to be developed.

4.1 ENERGY TRANSITION

Energy transition is an emerging issue 
anywhere in Europe. No national, provin-
cial or municipal government can 
neglect it. All are eager to develop ideas, 

Fig. 4.: New model 
for urban develop-
ment based on solar 
energy, hydrogen 
power and rainwater 
storage. The model 
is totally abstract, 
not related to site, 
context or time. The 
principles of this 

model could be 
implemented and 
applied to a site by 
careful and 
intel li gent design 
proposals; one of the 
major challenges for 
landscape architects 
today

4
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21 Trunkó, L. 1996. Geology of Hungary. 
Berlin / Stuttgart, Gebrüder Borntraeger, 
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waters for recreation, heating and bott-
ling in selected regions of Hungary. Geo-
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– 1. p 21-32
22 Directive, 2000. DIRECTIVE 2000/60/
EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
AND OF THE COUNCIL of 23 October 
2000 -establishing a framework for Com-
munity action in the field of water policy. 
Brussels, EU, 2000.; Chave, P.A. 2002. The 
EU Water Framework Directive — An int-
roduction. London, IWA Publishing, 2002.

experiment and find solutions for these 
transitions. Recently even larger compa-
nies and industries are getting interested 
in the issue. The principles of energy 
transition are largely based on physics, 
more precisely on thermodynamics. The 
application of these principles in the 
daily living environment is a daunting 
task for all designers, especially for land-
scape architects with their background 
and knowledge of the natural system. 
For Hungary, its national geological 
feature of geothermal resources could 
offer unique opportunities for land-
scape architects to work out local solu-
tions.21 At the moment Wageningen 
and Versailles are operating in the fron-
tiers of research on energy transition.

4.2 WATER MANAGEMENT  
AND WATER CONSERVATION

Fresh water is already scarce but will 
become even more scarce in the future. 
This problem is worldwide, not only 

in the Sahara but even for Holland 
and other European countries. 

In any landscape architectural project, 
water plays a key role at all levels of inter-
vention. Landscape architects think, 
work and design with the water systems 
approach, which is based on the hydro-
logical cycle and the distinction of water-
sheds. The principles of the water systems 
approach are not new and even quite 
common for all landscape architects.

A long-term planning and design 
based on integrated water systems is 
the overall goal for all European cities 
and landscapes. The EU has already set 
up a strategy based on the distinction 
of watersheds for the entire continent 
as a basis for developing a strategy for 
a new water management in the long 
run.22 In the EU the ‘Water Framework 
Directive’ — also based on the water 
systems approach — is by far the most 
challenging for landscape architects in 
entire Europe. The city of Rotterdam 
already developed a plan for the city; 
the Water plan for Rotterdam.23 The 

Fig. 5.: The new 
water plan for the 
city of Rotterdam for 
2035. The principles 
are based on 
watershed planning 
and design, common 
knowledge for all 
landscape architects. 

The plan is the first of 
its sort for Holland 
and has already 
started to be 
implemented. Here 
the urban landscape is 
not only planned and 
designed from the 
viewpoint of green 

structure but at the 
same time taking into 
account the blue 
networks.
Fig. 6.: An example 
of creating comfort 
by improving the 
micro climate; the 
plan for the Millenaris 

Park in Budapest. The 
plan allows cool air 
from the mountains 
of Buda to come 
down to the city.

5 6
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23 Jacobs, J. & Greef, P. de & Bosscher, C.  
& Haasnoot, B.  & Wever, E.  & Speelman, 
J.P. 2007. (eds.) Waterplan 2. Rotterdam — 
working on water for an attractive city. 
Rotterdam, 2007, 2nd ed.
24 Vitruvius, 1999. The Ten Books on 
Architecture. New York, Dover Publ., 
1960/1999.
25 Richardson, B.W. 2004. Hygeia, a city 
of health. s.l., 2004.
26 Howard, E. 1951. Garden cities of to-
morrow. London, Faber & Faber, 1951, 3rd 
impr.
27 Turner, T. 2011. European gardens — 
History, philosophy and design. London, 
Routledge, 2011.

plan is, in fact, a water management 
plan in which storage of rainwater is 
integrated into the water system that 
affects and influences both the economy 
and the natural system. It distinguishes 
three main water systems; the river, the 
Specific projects that have already been 
realised such as the Zuiderpark on the 
left bank and some of the 'water plaza's'.  

4.3 COMFORT/WELL-BEING AND 
THE CREATION OF HEALTHY 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR PEOPLE

The universal goal for all landscape 
architectural projects is the creation of 
healthy living environments for people. 
Sustainability is far too limited as a goal 
for landscape architects, in most cases, 
it even forgets the social system and 
focusses only on the ecosystem. Comfort 
and well-being are concepts that further 
define the field of interest for designers.

The tradition of health is already very 
old; think of Vitruvius24 in his warning 

not to build settlements in swampy 
areas because of the risk of diseases. 

It is after the start of the Industrial 
Revolution in Western Europe, with 
the unliveable cities of that time, that 
governments, individuals and even 
some owners of industries started to 
advocate an improvement of the living 
conditions for its workers. In the begin-
ning, this was purely medical and very 
basic; clean water, fresh air, sun and 
light. Already in the 19th Richardson 
published his famous study on the 'City 
of Health'.25 Howard's manifesto was 
also based on the creation of better 
living conditions for the city, but it was 
anti-urban and laid the foundation the 
first forms of mass suburbanisation.26 
Suburbanisation is much older and 
was already taking place in the Roman 
Empire; think of the 'villa rustica' around 
the Roman cities.27 The Modern move-
ment has put much focus on providing 
light, sun and green space in the modern 
city and has in this way contributed 
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substantially to the improvement of 
living conditions in the urban landscape.

In the contemporary situations, be it 
the urban or rural or infra-landscape, 
the creation of healthy living environ-
ments is back on the agenda and is badly 
needed. It is not only related to pollu-
tions, enough green space for citizens, 
safety in traffic, availability of good 
quality drinking water, but also issues 
of obesity, lack of physical exercise 
are examples that are part of health.28 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) 
provides explicit criteria for healthy envi-
ronments that could be applied directly 
to all landscape architectural projects. 

The goal of comfort, well-being and 
creation of healthy environments for 
people can be both a special goal and 
function as an integrative concept for 
the entire plan. Even though there are 
already many precedents from history, 
contemporary approaches and solutions 
can be quite different from historical 
ones. At the moment only three 
European Schools of Landscape archi-
tecture focus explicitly on comfort, well-
being and health; Edinburgh, Alnarp, 
Wageningen. Already more than a 
decade ago Catherine Ward Thompson 
from Edinburgh started to do research 
on it and integrate it into the teaching 
program at Edinburgh. She is by far 
the most interesting researcher on the 
specific relations between landscape 
architecture and the creation of healthy 
environments.29 (Ward Thompson, 
2011; Ward Thompson et al., 2010).

5. CONCLUSIONS AND DISCUSSION

• Given the historical background and 
cultural development, the cultural 
context of Hungary in its contempo-
rary setting, both the University and 
the Faculty should pay more attention 
to developing competence in speaking, 
writing and teaching in foreign 
languages, not only English. It means 
next to teaching in the Master's 
program, translating of historical 
material, inviting foreign educators 
and researchers for a semester or a 
year. A major extension of the library 
collection with foreign publications 
and access to foreign digital sources is 
urgent.
• In all programs in landscape architec-
ture, BSc is needed to have the choice 
for the Master; the Master is needed 
for the bulk of professional work in 
offices and public institutions but also 
a choice for the PhD. The PhD is the 
'cream of the crop' for any school, for 
any program. The PhD research of the 
Faculty is particularly strong; unfortu-
nately, it lacks a wide international 
contact. That should change as soon 
as possible.
• The new challenges for landscape 
architecture at large are; energy 
transition, water management and 
storage, the creation of healthy daily 
living environments for people. Due to 
its historical experience and design 
knowledge, the Faculty can develop a 
strong position in the future. ◉
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25 ÉVES A BUDAPESTI TÁJÉPÍTÉSZETI 
ÉS TELEPÜLÉSTERVEZÉSI KAR
– JÖVŐKÉP A KÖVETKEZŐ 25 ÉVRE
(2. RÉSZ)

A cikk a 25 éves jubileumát ünneplő 
budapesti Tájépítészeti és Település-
tervezési Karról ad elemzést egy külső 
szemlélő, jobban mondva egy nemzet-
közi tájépítészeti oktatásban és kuta-
tásban jártas szakértő szemével. 

Az elemzés két nagy egységből áll. 
Az első rész a fejlődés, a múlt rövid 
áttekintése oktatási, kutatási és szer-
vezeti aspektusból; a 4D 45. lapszám-
ban közölt cikk ezen túl rövid áttekin-
tést és tömör szerzői értelmezést is ad 
az európai tájépítészeti programok fej-
lődéséről. A vonatkozó szakirodalom 
alapján Szerző a cikkben a budapesti 
tájépítészeti iskolát, mint az egyetlen 
magyar tájépítészképzési intézményt 
mutatja be, amely egy bő száz éves 
építkezést és fejlesztést mutathat fel. 
Ennek a fejlődésnek az egyik meghatá-
rozó lépcsőfoka az intézményesülés, az 
önálló Tájépítészeti Kar létrejötte 1992-
ben. A Kar fennállásának negyedszá-
zados jubileuma jó alkalom nem csak a 
visszatekintésre, az értékelésre, hanem 
a jövő kihívásainak átgondolására is. 

A Kar jelenlegi helyzetét és erőssé-
geit vizsgálva megállapítható, hogy 
a nemzetközi kapcsolatok a kezde-
tektől fogva, egyre nagyobb súly-
lyal esnek latba a fejlesztési progra-

mok kidolgozásában. A 20. század 
eleji, egykori kertészeti tanintézet-
ben európai példák és szakmai gya-
korlatok alapján indult meg a kertmű-
vészet és kerttervezés oktatása. Az 
európai kapcsolatok tágítását Mőcsé-
nyi Mihály IFLA alelnökként és elnök-
ként végzett munkája tette lehetővé. 
A nemzetközi kapcsolatok mára túl-
mutatnak a hagyományos oktatási és 
kutatási területen, amennyiben a buda-
pesti Karon – a közép-európai régió-
ban elsőként – angol nyelvű mester-
szakon (Master of Arts in Landscape 
Architecture and Garden Design, 
MLA) is oktatnak, sőt erősödik e mel-
lett az angol nyelvű doktori iskola is. 

A második nagy egysége a jubile-
umi cikknek három témát elemez a 
Kar további fejlődésének lehetősé-
gei szempontjából: 1.) az erősödő nem-
zetközi képzési paletta; 2.) az egyete-
mek közötti tudományos kapcsolatok 
kialakításának fontossága különböző 
tudományterületeken és kutatási fel-
adatokban; 3.) a szakma jövője, figye-
lembe véve az új társadalmi igénye-
ket, amelyek nem kis kihívást jelente-
nek a szakma és a képzés számára.

A következtetések középpontjában 
a Kar helyzete és lehetőségei állnak, 
tekintettel a képzés és kutatás nem-
zetközi összefüggéseire, a tudomány-
területi és egyetemi helyzetre és kap-
csolatokra. A tájépítészet erős kul-
turális beágyazottsága okán ennek 

a térségnek a sajátossága, a multi-
kulturális történelem erős alapokat 
jelent a szakma számára és az euró-
pai kontextust is meghatározhatja. 
A szakmai múltra és a jelentős szak-
történeti alapokra építve a jövő egy-
értelműen a kutatás irányította terve-
zés, a tervezéselmélet és módszertan 
további fejlesztésében jelölhető meg.  

További kihívásokat jelentenek a 
Kar, mint képzési hely számára, hogy 
a magyar tájépítészetben a nemzet-
közi fejlődési trendeket képviselje. 
A főbb példák, feladatok a követke-
zők: az energiarendszerekkel kap-
csolatos tervezési feladatok; a víz-
gazdálkodás, csapadékvíz-kezelés 
tájépítészeti eszközei; a társadalmi 
igényeknek és elvárásoknak megfe-
lelően a kényelem, a jóllét, az egész-
séges emberi élet táji feltételeinek 
megteremtése, megújítása, javítása. 

Elképesztően nagy és sokszínű  
feladat! ◉
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