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Course descriptions 
 
 
Title Europe's Nature, Regional, and Landscape Parks 
Code 6TF63NCS05B 

 
 

Prerequisit
es 

 
 

Description Objectives: 

Students get acquainted with thematic fields, scope, tools of sustainability, resilience, 
collaborative planning and management related regions of nature parks. Through case 
studies and interviews with different stakeholders of nature parks in Europe students 
follow the process and life cycle of nature park development. The course will help 
developing and understanding of how nature park’s planning and management works 
harmonizing different needs of the local and regional stakeholders. 

• Sustainable living, sustainability related different territorial level (personal, 
local society, village, cities, landscape and region) 

• Development and tasks of regional nature parks in Europe 
• How do regional nature parks benefits Europe and European countries 
• Regional nature parks in the individual European States 
• Resilience from theoretical and practical view 
• Stakeholder management and social learning methods and practice 

Lecturer Zsolt Szilvácsku PhD landscape architect and lawyer 
Semester S and F Contact hours/week 24 
Level BSc, MSc ECTS Credit  4 
Teaching 
and 
Learning 
Methods: 

The course will consist of three major parts: 

1. lectures – in the frames of classes during the semester 
2. research – through internet and in the selected regions (to find and evaluate 

the practices of the nature parks 
3. consultation – in the frames of classes during the semester with the course 

leader and invited experts 

Costs  
Reading: Living Landscapes -Europe`s Nature, Regional, and Landscape Parks – model 

regions for the sustainable development of rural areas, Verband Deutscher 
Naturparke e. V. (VDN) Holbeinstr. 12, D-53175 Bonn Ulrich Köster, Katharina 
Denkinger www.naturparke.de, 2017. 
Learning together to manage together, University of Osnabrück, 2005 
 

Assessmen
t: 

The participation in the seminar (lecture and consultation) is obligatory. The final grade 
will be the results of the evaluation of activities during the course, the written 
examination (2 w.e.), documentation of research (max. 20 pages) 
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Title Foundations of Technical Drawing using AutoCAD 
Code 6TKTYFTDCADCXN 
Prerequisite Basic IT skills 
Description The course is aimed to introduce the AutoCAD environment to students 

that is essential to produce architectural or landscape plans. The students 
will have to demonstrate their technical and problem solving skills in a 
complex computer based environment 

Lecturer Dr. Anna CZINKÓCZKY 
Semester Fall/spring Contact hours/week 2 
Level Undergraduate/graduate ECTS credit 4 
Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods 

Practice based computer lab seminars 
 

Costs – 
Reading Required Textbook:  Engineering Graphics with AutoCAD 2011, by James 

Bethune; Prentice Hall Publishing.                  
 Optional Reference Textbook:  AutoCAD and its Applications  2010 by 
Shumaker  or any AutoCAD textbook. 

Assessment • 10% in class participation 
• 40% Midterm 
• 50% Final 
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Title Google Earth Landscapes 
Code 6TF63PAPCXN 
Prerequisites None 
Description The aim of the course is to experience, learn and use the Google Earth for 

landscape architecture purposes. The application offers a suitable platform 
for GIS-based presentation of research results, landscape changes or 
various elements of any kind of plans. Google Earth application is a free, 
available and offers a comfortable user environment for planners, 
developers at any spatial level from object level to regional scale. The 
course supports to acquire Google Earth based visualisation and 
presentation techniques (combining tour, path, model and other tools) and 
to combine with oral presentation skills. 

Lecturer Sándor JOMBACH 
Semester Fall Contact hours/week 2 
Level Undergraduate/graduate ECTS Credit  4 
Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods: 

Indoor classes, lectures, team and individual practical work special virtual 
GIS tasks and one outdoor trip. Preparation and presentation of 
assignments and written exam of basic Google Earth knowledge. 

Costs – 
Reading: MercyCorps: A Rough Google Earth Guide 

Google Earth Basics - Earthguide 
Assessment: • Presentation (40%) 

• Prepared assignment (40%) 
• Common field work (20%) 
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Title Image Editing in Photoshop 
Code 6TKIEPERASM 
Prerequisites None 
Description  

 

 
Lecturer Anna Czinkóczky 
Semester Fall Contact hours/week 2 
Level undergraduate/graduate ECTS Credit  4 
Teaching 
and 
Learning 
Methods: 

 

Costs • Printing: cca. HUF 600 
Reading: •  
Assessment: • Homework assignments 60 % 

• Final written exam 40% 
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Title Landscape Planning and EU Membership 
Code STKTF342CXN 
Prerequisites None 
Description Students get acquainted with the European Unions spatial trends and 

policy fields related to spatial planning. Using the latest results of ESPON 
research program we explore the territorial challenges facing the EU and 
get acquainted with different scenarios of future trends. Through lectures 
and discussions students became familiar with examples of the European 
planning systems. 

Lecturer Krisztina FILEPNÉ KOVÁCS 
Semester Fall/Spring Contact hours/week 2 
Level Undergraduate/graduate ECTS Credit  4 
Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods 

Lectures, discussions, self-reading, student presentations. 

Costs – 
Reading EU Compendium of spatial policy 

http://www.espace-project.org/publications/EUcompendium.pdf 
OECD Proceedings: Towards a new road of spatial planning 

Assessment • Course work  20% 
• Presentation  30% 
• Final essay  50% 
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Title Landscape Planning in Budapest Agglomeration 
Code 6TFLPBCXN 
Prerequisites None 
Description The course contains the theoretical lectures about the actual landscape 

planning challanges as brownfield rehabilitation, control of 
suburbanisation. The focus of the course is to visit sites interesting from 
landscape planning view in Budapest and the agglomeration zone. 
Topics: 
Spatial planning system and landscape planning in Hungary, Agglomeration 
trends in the world (Lecture) 
History of Budapest agglomeration, Greenways and Brownfield and urban 
rehabilitation (Lecture, introduction of pilot areas) 
Urban rehabilitation projects in Budapest (site visit) 
Land use conflicts in the agglomeration, mining sites (site visit) 
Brownfiled rehabilitation (Gázgyár), landscape changes in 
Pannonia/Landscape protection in the metropolitan region of Budapest 
(site visit) 
Suburbanisation process and conflicts in Budapest agglomeration (site 
visit) 

Lecturer Krisztina FILEPNÉ KOVÁCS, István VALÁNSZKY 
Semester Spring Contact hours/week 2 
Level Undergraduate ECTS Credit  4 
Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods: 

Lectures and site visits 

Costs  
Reading:  
Assessment  
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Title Modelling with SketchUp in Landscape Architecture 
Code 6TF63MSUCXN 
Prerequisites Basics in CAD/GIS are useful, but it's not compulsory 
Description SketchUp is simple but powerful tool to create 3D ideas. This 3D software 

is a unique from the graphics and 3D visualisation software. The simplicity 
of the software makes it extremely quick to take a sketch and recreate into 
any 3D object. It is suitable for viewing and modification and our work can 
easily publish on the Internet. Drawing can be combined with the elegance 
and spontaneity of pencil but on the digital wax. It’s not only for sketching 
- complex drawings can be created with it too. 
The students will get a practical and handy knowledge about how to 
create, edit, manipulate and present models in landscape architecture or 
in open space design.  The laboratory exercises will cover: working with 
objects (selecting, cloning, transforming, cloning etc.); modelling basics 
(drawing and modifying objects), applying materials, adding effects, using 
scenes. 

Lecturer József László MOLNÁR 
Semester Fall/spring Contact hours/week 2 
Level Undergraduate ECTS Credit  4 
Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods 

Computer laboratory training with Trimble SketchUp 8 software.  
Daily tasks (theoretical background, practical advice), homeworks to solve 
the students work individually. 

Reading Trimble SketchUp Help;, Google SketchUp and SketchUp Pro 7 Bible 
Assessment Based on students’ individual work submitted (digital models) and their 

weekly activity. Final work. 
• Course works   10% 
• Home works   20% 
• Mid term exam  30% 
• Final exam   40% 
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Title Sustainable Landscapes 
Code 6TFSULAERASM 
Prerequisites Basics of Landscape / Urban Planning 
Description The subject highlights some important issues of sustainable planning / 

design in both urban and rural landscapes. The aim of the module is to 
provide competences in sustainable development and management of 
landscapes. 
Lecturers involved introduce various social and ecological aspects of 
sustainability, including sustainable urban drainage systems, light 
pollution, wildlife protection, socially sustainable urban planning, urban 
agriculture, building stewardship in community planning, managing 
community charrettes and multifunctional landscapes, greenways, lakeside 
management. 

Lecturer Krisztina FILEP-KOVÁCS, Róbert KABAI, Zsombor BOROMISZA 
Semester Fall/spring Contact hours/week 2 
Level undergraduate/graduate ECTS Credit  4 
Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods: 

Beyond the 90-minutes weekly seminars, students are required to study 
the appointed professional materials in the topic of the lectures. 

Costs – 
Reading:  M. Calkins: Materials for Sustainable Sites. Wiley, 2009 

 T.W. Cook, A.M. Vanderzanden: Sustainable Landscape 
Management 

 Douglas Farr: Sustainable Urbanism: Urban Design With Nature. 
Wiley, 2008 

 Fred Steiner, The Living Landscape: An Ecological Approach to 
Landscape Planning 

 Janie Benyus: Biomimicry: Innovation Inspired by Nature 
 Mander, U., Wiggering, H., Helming, K. (eds): Multifunctional land 

use – meeting future demands for landscape goods and services. 
Springer, Berlin, Heidelberg (Germany) 

 Paul Cawood Hellmund - Daniel Somers Smith: Designing 
Greenways (Sustainable Landscapes for Nature and People) 

 Future Communities: Design for Social Sustainability: A Framework 
for Creating Thriving New Communities. London, Social Life, 2012. 

 Sustainable Seattle: 
http://sustainableseattle.org/programs/regional-indicators  

 Sustainable City http://www.sustainable-city.org/ 
 http://www.sustainable-city.org/document/primer/index.html 
 http://www.asla.org/sites.aspx 

Assessment: • Test 100% 
 

http://sustainableseattle.org/programs/regional-indicators
http://www.sustainable-city.org/
http://www.sustainable-city.org/document/primer/index.html
http://www.asla.org/sites.aspx
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Title Sustainable Landscape Design and Planing 
Code 6TVSLDPMLA 
Prerequisites Bachelor's Degree (BSc, BA), Basics of Landscape / Urban Planning 
Description Course content: the concept and principles of sustainability, ecological / visual / 

functional aspects of fitting new developments into the landscape, design project for 
ecotourism. 
 

Lecturer Zsombor BOROMISZA 
Semester Fall Contact hours/week 5 
Level undergraduate/graduate ECTS Credit  6 
Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods: 

Teaching aims of the course: lectures provide introduction to the concept of ecological 
and visual carrying capacity of the landscape. The contextual approach to landscape design 
is emphasized, with its relation to landscape planning discussed. Based on the theoretical 
knowledge, students are also required to prepare a project design for a specific area. 
 

Costs  -  
Reading: Suggested reading:  

 Sustainability (open access journal) http://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability  
Assessment: Evaluation of students and requirements:  

 The participation at seminars and at the outdoor program (site visit and 
workshop) is obligatory. Absences from any practical sessions (seminars), outdoor 
programs are to be confirmed and made up for.  
 Completion of two posters (A1 size, just in digital form; design project for 
ecotourism): 13/12/2016.  
 Presentation of the posters: 13/12/2016.  
 Assignment of grades will be based on:  
o the completeness and main findings of the analysis (presented on the 1. 
poster),  
o proposals (presented on the 2. poster),  
o visual quality and elaboration of the posters,  
o the performance showed at the presentation.  
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Title Regional planning 
Code 6TKTFRPMLA 
Prerequisites Bachelor's Degree (BSc, BA) 
Description   Course content: theories and tools of spatial planning and regional planning,  

regional policy, rural development, project elaboration 
 

Lecturer László Kollányi 
Semester Fall/spring Contact hours/week 6 
Level undergraduate/graduate ECTS Credit  6 
Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods: 

  Teaching aims of the course: lectures provide overview of the theories, syste  
and tools of spatial planning and regional planning. Regional planning i   
multidisciplinary planning field harmonizing ecologic, economic and social go  
and aspects. In the course we give an overview of the most important sub-pol  
fields as rural development, tourism, green infrastructure, EU regional policy a  
spatial planning systems of European countries. In the frames of a project  
students get acquainted with the most important planning tools and methods  
regional planning. Based on the theoretical knowledge, students are also requi  
o prepare a project plan for a rural region. 
 

Costs  
Reading:   Suggested reading:  

EU regional policy 2014-2020 https://www.euractiv.com/section/regional-
policy/linksdossier/eu-cohesion-policy-2014-2020/#ea-accordion-
background 
Spatial planning in European countries Iván Tosics*, Hanna Szemző, Dóra 
Illés, Antal Gertheis (MRI) Konstantinos Lalenis, Dimitris Kalergis 
(UniThes), National spatial planning policies and governance typology 
Synthesis report, 2011; PLUREL, 2011 
Prof. Dr. Antal Aubert - János Csapó: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
ASPECTS OF TOURISM IN THE REGIONAL AND RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS IN HUNGARY  
Tóthné Igó Zsuzsanna (2012): THEMATIC ROUTES – WINE ROUTES. 
Eszterházy Károly Főiskola, Eger  
J. Randolph:(2011): Environmental Land Use Planning and Magamenet, 
IslandPress, Washington, Covelo, London 
F. Steiner (2008): The Living Landscape, IslandPress, Washington, Covelo, 
London 
Katalin Nagy (2012): Heritage Tourism, Thematic Routes and Possibilities 
for Innovation. In: 'Club of Economics in Miskolc' TMP Vol. 8., Nr. 1., pp. 
46-53. 2012.  
Overview of CAP Reform 2014-2020. In: Agricultural Policy Perspectives 
Brief N°5* / December 2013  
National Rural Development Strategy (Hungary) 2012-2020 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/regional-policy/linksdossier/eu-cohesion-policy-2014-2020/#ea-accordion-background
https://www.euractiv.com/section/regional-policy/linksdossier/eu-cohesion-policy-2014-2020/#ea-accordion-background
https://www.euractiv.com/section/regional-policy/linksdossier/eu-cohesion-policy-2014-2020/#ea-accordion-background
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Assessment:   Evaluation of students and requirements:  
• The participation at seminars and at the outdoor program (site visits and 
workshops) is obligatory. 
• Completion of two posters (A1 size, just in digital form; design project for 

ecotourism):  
• Presentation of the posters:.  
• Grades will be based on: 

o results of the written exam  
o quality of posters 
o presentation.  

 
 
 
 



 14 

 
Title Urban landscapes – Urban green systems 
Code 6KPULUGSMLA 
Prerequisites Bachelor's Degree (BSc, BA); Basic knowledge in open space design and in urbanism, 

history of landscape architecture, urban ecology, garden and open space design 
Co-requisites sustainable landscape planning and design 
Other relevant 
course units 

History of garden art and landscapes 

Keywords Urban pattern, urban mapping, urban open space, green system, green area, green 
network, green infrastructure, recreation, public garden, urban park, green way, green belt,   

Course Unit Aims The aim of the course is to highlight the importance and advantages of urban green 
systems from their multiple supply functions point of view. Urban green system is to be 
understood as a special, living infrastructure, a special part of urban systems that has 
elementary role in urban sustainability and liveability, social coherence, in human physical, 
mental health.  
Students knowledge and skills have to be improved during the course while they learn the 
coherence between planning and design, between the 2 dimensional planning and the 3 (or 
4!) dimensional design. 

Description The course focuses on the history and development of urban green systems and open 
space systems with a special stress on the urban development from the 18th century on. 
Green system planning is introduced as a traditional and approved approach to improve 
urban environment, to make sustainable and to mitigate the effects of the urban climate. On 
the other hand urban green network planning and design emphasize the importance of 
green system as a contemporary urban development tool in creating liveable urban 
environment from social, physical and psychological human aspects.  
The functions of urban green areas and open spaces are presented embedded into the 
history of landscape architecture. Examples of contemporary urban green system planning 
are to introduce to understand the possible approaches and methods of planning and 
design from green urban network elements to brown field development. Survey and 
evaluation methods of urban open space system and urban character from pattern 
language to mind mapping highlight the theoretical and practical tools in urban green and 
open space system development. 
 
Lectures: 
The emerge of urban parks and the landscape garden movement SZK 
Urban green system, green network, green infrastructure and other phenomenon in urban 
green context AB 
Contemporary green system development methods, with special emphasize on brown field 
development and urban regeneration SZK 
Analysing methods and possibilities of urban green system NIR 
Evaluation methods of urban green system according to its functional aspects NIR 
Types of urban green system, types of urban green open spaces from urban park to pocket 
gardens, from recreational forest to community gardens SZK 
Urban waterfront, blue corridor, greenway, blueway and the linear green system elements 
NIR 
Urban trees as the Queens of urban green network NIR 
 
Tutorial, workshop: 
green system and network planning project, the integration and rehabilitation of linear 
brownfield areas, like abandoned railway network lines and territories 
analyses, syntheses and evaluation in team, development plan in team, private open space 
design for a special section of the network (together with planting design)  
 
Seminar 
presentation of project site analyses, synthesis, evaluation  
presentation of green network plan and open space design concept 
 

Competences Ability for systematic thinking, analysis and.  synthesis, visual thinking, graphic and oral 
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presentations 
 

• Knowledge of related international urban green policy, legislations, regulations 
• Understand the development and change of functions of green system and urban 

open spaces in the social and professional history and the social care point of 
views 

• Conjoin the 2 dimensioned urban land use planning approach to green and open 
space design in 3 (or 4) dimensions.  

• Understand the urban fabric as social and ecologic system 
• Understand the urban open space as architectural creations 

Develop plans in various scales for urban recreation purposes and to improve the liveability 
of urban settlements   

Lecturer Mezősné Dr. Szilágyi Kinga 
Semester Fall Contact hours/week 2 
Level undergraduate ECTS Credit  10 
Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods: 

Lecture, tutorial, studio, seminar 
• Lectures 
• site visits and  seminars 
• studio and tutorial 

Course Unit 
Structure- 
implementation 

4 hour lecture and 4 hour tutorial, studio program in block system, in between palnnng and 
design workshops and intensive planning-design programs in blocks 

Obligations of 
students 

• Active participation in the lectures, seminars, tutorials and workshop 
• Creating a digital presentation of practical program, workshop 
• Work in team on large scale planning  
• Work privately on details of green network design 

 
Costs - 
Reading: • Fabos, Julius Gy. and Ahern, Jack (Eds.) (1995) Greenways: The Beginning of an International Movement, 

Elsevier Press 
• Flink, Charles A. & Searns, Robert M. (1993) Greenways A Guide to Planning, Design and Development Island 

Press 
• Flink, Charles A., Searns, Robert M. & Olka, Kristine (2001) Trails for the Twenty-First Century Island Press. 

Washington, DC. ISBN1559638192 
• Hall, Lee (1995). Olmsted's America: An "Unpractical" Man and His Vision of Civilization. Boston, MA: Bullfinch 

Press.  
• De Ridder, K. (2004). Benefits of urban green space (BUGS): Research summary. Vito. Retrieved  
• Crompton, J. L., Love, L.L. & More, T.A. (1997). An empirical study of the role of recreation, parks,  
• and open space in companies’ (re) location decisions. Journal of Park and Recreation  
• Administration. 15(1): 37-58. 
• from http://wwwa.vito.be/BUGS/new/RESEARCHBRIEF.PDF Open space planning in London From standards per 

1000 to green strategy, Tom Turner 
• Turner, Tom. "Greenways, blueways, skyways and other ways to a better London," Landscape and Urban 

Planning Volume 33, Issues 1–3, October 1995, Pages 269–282 
Martin van den Toorn: The future of public parks in Europe, 1. 2. 3. 4D 2014 

Assessment: • Evaluation of the research and synthesis of the planning area, as well as 
interpretation and presentation 
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Title Landscape design and communication 3. 
Code 6KPLGC3MLA 
Prerequisites Bachelor's Degree (BSc, BA) 
Description The aim of the course is to introduce the student to the mental and physical 

effects of the elements used in architecture and to the conscious application of 
emotions. During the semester, the student acquires the range of opportunities 
offered by architecture from the human scale to the urban scale. 
From the human scale, through of various architectural elements, shapes, 
surfaces, masses, colors, we can explore the architectural possibilities through the 
analysis of various architectural spaces (external and internal). In addition, the 
student gets an idea of furniture design by anthropometry and ergonomic 
knowledge. 
 

Lecturer Levente Molnár G. 
Semester Fall Contact hours/week 26 
Level undergraduate/graduate ECTS Credit  2 
Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods: 

PROGRAM / THEMATICS 
- Man as the Basis of Scale: Introduction to Anthropometry and 

Ergonomics. The relationship between personal space and community 
space. Opportunities provided by human senses in architecture. 

- The process of object creation: the relationship of objects in physically 
and psychologically-way with the person and the user. 

- Effects of space shapes and spatial patterns. Acquiring the ancient-
samples. 

- Contrast, symmetry, balance and harmony: their own and combined 
effects. 

- Appearance of colours, meanings, feelings associated with them. Colour 
and space shaping effect of colours. 

- Architectural exterior and interior analysis, ratios. Being in space, 
interpreting space and understanding it. 

Costs  
Reading: RECOMMENDED BOOKS 

 Christopher Alexander: Pattern Language 
 Edward T. Hall: Hidden Dimensions  
 Johannes Itten: The Art of Colour 
 Juhani Pallasmaa: The Eyes of the Skin 
 Luciano Giubbilei: The Art of Making Gardens 

Assessment: REQUIREMENTS 
Participation in lectures and exercises. Preparation of the semester's planning 
task, the possibility of consultation during practical exercises. 
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Title Urban Memory 
Code 6TP68URMECXN 
Prerequisites Basic Urban Design and Architectural skills and practice required 
Description The aim of the course is to teach a certain way of seeing and recognizing 

the embedded values of the city, and to understand the layering of the 
urban texture in time and character.  
 
Historical layers upon each other, as the sum of changes and events are 
what shape up today’s cities. Both historical and contemporary 
interferences leave marks on the urban environment, forming the current 
identity of it. Preserving buildings and spaces is a way of preserving urban 
identity – the memory of the city. Integrating contemporary shapes and 
standards lucidly becomes possible by acknowledging, using and re-
inventing these values and memories.  
In this class students will learn through the example of Budapest by 
searching and studying the examples in given topics. The task is to find 
hidden layers and values in the maze of the city through different 
examinations. The work should be performed in two dimensions: by 
research and by visual creation. Both photography and visual arts are 
suggested for the expression of proposition. 
 
The final project will be the summation of the work through the semester 
bound in one booklet. 

Lecturer Polyak Beata 
Semester Fall Contact hours/week 2 
Level undergraduate ECTS Credit  4 
Teaching and 
Learning 
Methods: 

The class meets once a week. The sessions are combined of lectures 
introducing the main topics to the class and discussion of students work, 
and consultations.  
 

Costs - 
Reading: Lecturer’s handouts 
Assessment: 50% Midterm Project & Presentation 50% 

50% Final project    50% 
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